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The BRICK Ministries  

     Quarterly Newsletter     
Volume 16, 2017 

From the Director—  

Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director 

Greetings to all our supporters!  If you’re reading this newsletter, then you are in that amazing 

group of people who care so much about the people we serve here at The BRICK. 

Through your efforts, we’re serving over 1,500 people every month through our four pantries in 

Mellen, Cornucopia, Cable and Ashland.  We’ve already distributed more than $435,500 worth of 

food and 2017 isn’t over yet!  Through November, we’ve also helped 1,073 from 441 households 

with overdue utility bills, rent, and other emergency financial needs. 

Supporters come in a shapes and sizes.  You may be a volunteer faithfully working in our pantry 

every week.  So far this year, our volunteers have given more than 6,100 hours valued at over 

$141,000!  That’s almost half of our organization’s annual cash needs. 

Maybe you donate food from your garden or extras from your own cupboard.  The BRICK’s Food 

Shelf Program thrives on in-kind donations.  Those extra zucchinis?  We can use them!  Local 

growers also pass on gleanings from their orchards, berry patches, and vegetable acres.  No matter 

the amount, our pantry shoppers love fresh produce!  The BRICK is recognized statewide as an 

example of how pantries can pass along large amounts of fresh fruits and vegetables to consumers.  

In fact, a quarter of all the food we distribute is produce! 

We’re also grateful for the many grant making organizations that support our work.  These include 

the AgStar Fund for Rural America (n/k/a Compeer), the Emergency Food and Shelter Program – 

both the Ashland and Bayfield County local EFSP boards, the Otto Bremer Trust, the TransCanada 

Corporation and the Walmart Foundation’s Community Grant Program and State Giving Program. 

The business community also backs our work.  Through in-kind donations of rescued food from 

Super One, Walmart, and Kwik Trip, we’re able to distribute nearly 50% more food than we could 

without their contributions.  Businesses also support our Benevolence Program by making larger 

contributions to the Make A Difference (MAD) Fund.  These gifts are a matching challenge, and 

throughout the year the whole community steps up to double their donations. 

Perhaps you’re an individual donor.  You make an annual gift of $30.  You might wonder if your gift 

makes an impact.  You’d like to give more, but there are lots of important causes and you only have 

so much to give.  My answer is – YES!  Your financial gift is essential to our work.  In 2016, 40% of 

our cash needs were met by individual donors! 

Thank you all for your many contributions to The BRICK.  Whether time, food, or funds, your gifts 

make it possible for us to provide emergency financial help 

and nutritious food to the people we serve throughout our 

region.  I’m eager to see how much we can help in the 

next year! 
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As we approach the 

business of the holidays, I 

am reminded of God’s 

goodness and faithfulness.  

Psalm 98:1 states “Oh, sing 

to the LORD a new song! 

For He has done marvelous 

things; His right hand and 

His holy arm have gained 

the victory.” 

The front office here at The BRICK Ministries is a very busy place to be.  The phone rings off the 

hook.  The printer is being difficult.  The toilet is plugged. We are short staffed in the food shelf 

and people are lined up waiting to get their food.  A participant is crying in the crowded lobby 

because they are about to be evicted and don’t know where to go.  Due to our good reputation 

in the community, we are often the first place people turn to for help.  It is never ending, but 

our front desk volunteers are amazing!  They handle the problems with grace, patience and 

compassion. 

Makes you want to volunteer here, doesn’t it?  The point I am trying to make is that despite the 

challenges, God is always here: guiding us, giving us wisdom.  No matter how big or small a 

predicament may be Our Father cares about it. 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, 

with whom there is no change or shifting shadow.”  James 1:17 

My gift today was in the form of two volunteers walking in to help us in the pantry in our time of 

desperate need.  I left work yesterday worried that we would not have someone to take people 

through the food shelf, but I don’t know why I fret.  God always provides!  Sometimes we don’t 

see how we can possibly make it through the next minute, but our God is watching and waiting 

for the perfect time to shower us with His love. 

“Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, and give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name.”  

Psalm 97:12 

Office 

Manager 

Kris Westlund 

 

Full of joy, Lake Superior Primary 

School’s 4-year-old kindergarten 

students presented the school’s 

food drive donations along with (L 

to R) Sue Reader, Ashland School 

District Reading Specialist and past 

Board President of The BRICK, Liz 

Seefeldt, Executive Director, and 

Kindergarten Teacher Jenny 

Gierczic, the food drive/class 

competition coordinator. 
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Barb Larson 

Barb Larson came to the Cable area several years ago and has been a volunteer for the Ca-

ble Area Food Shelf since shortly after it opened as a satellite site for The BRICK.  Each of 

the four churches in Cable participates in staffing the food shelf with volunteers, and each 

church has a volunteer coordinator.  Barb took the jump to becoming the Cable Congrega-

tional United Church of Christ’s coordinator over three years ago.  In addition to those re-

sponsibilities, she has been a valuable resource in collecting, checking dates, marking and 

stocking food donations throughout each month.  She also gives of her time each month to 

help with food shelf inventory, and is prepared to fill in for the overall coordinator in doing 

monthly reports for The BRICK, and has done so when called upon.  She has helped with 

Cable Area Food Shelf and The BRICK fundraisers in Cable and has been a kitchen coordina-

tor for the annual Cable Empty Bowl event.  Those of us in Cable are so fortunate to have 

such a dedicated and willing volunteer!  Thank you, Barb! 

Hello from inside the Food Shelf, 

With this year coming to a close, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all of our Donors, 

Volunteers and Participants a Blessed and Joyful New Year!  I would also like to give a 

special thanks to ALL our Donors, whether in food, finances or time.  We are especially 

grateful!!  Because of you, we were able to give out more food this year than last, have 

turkeys for Thanksgiving and hams for Christmas as a “BONUS” above and beyond our 

participants’ regular meat choices.  These acts of generosity made it possible for many 

families to have the opportunity to serve holiday meals, where as they would have not been 

able to so otherwise.  May God bless you all richly in the Peace and Joy that comes through 

Jesus Christ. 

Jim McPhetridge 
Food Shelf Manager 
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Sam Ray 
Benevolence Manager 

What do you do when your doctor will not release you to work, you need to have surgery 

as soon as possible, and you are homeless with no income? 

 

Unfortunately, this happens more frequently in our community than you would think. 

Some of our neighbors are facing medical issues later in life after working hard at their 

jobs for 20, 30, or 40 years. Due to the waiting time to be approved for disability, they 

have no income for months, maybe even years. They use all their savings within the first 

few months of being unable to work. They find themselves asking family and friends to 

take on extra expenses to keep them from losing their homes. 

 

Northwest Wisconsin Community Services Agency, NorthLakes Community Clinic, and 

Ashland Cares are just a few of the organizations we partner with to find solutions for 

those in our community dealing with the threat and sometimes the reality of homeless-

ness. Also, we have great landlords that do their best to work with their tenants and 

potential tenants to get them into a place quickly and keep them in their home, if at all 

possible. 

 

I ask that you remember all those in our community facing homelessness during these 

cold, winter months. If you know someone having financial difficulties, please encourage 

them to call Sam at The BRICK. We will do our best to coordinate with our community 

partners to create a plan to secure one of our most basic needs as humans, shelter 

from the cold. 

12/08/17: Volunteer Holiday Party, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 11:30 p.m.- 1:00 p.m. 

12/18/17: Board Meeting, President of the Board’s Residence, 6:15 p.m. 

01/11/18: Board Meeting, location TBD, 5:15 p.m. 

01/26/18: Volunteer Event 

01/27/18:  Second Annual Taste of the Bay, Northland College,  

02/08/18: Board Meeting, location TBD, 5:15 p.m. 

02/23/18: Volunteer Event 

03/08/18: Board Meeting, location TBD, 5:15 p.m. 

03/23/18: Volunteer Event 
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 Ashland, 420 Ellis Ave., Mondays-Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 3:30 

p.m.; Thursdays, 9 a.m.     to 7 p.m. 

 

Cable Area Food Shelf, 13380 Spruce St., 4th Thursday Jan.-Oct.,               

3rd Thursday Nov.-Dec., 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

 

South Shore Food Shelf, Cornucopia, Bell Community Ctr., 1st and 3rd               

Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.    

 

  Helping Hands Food Shelf, Mellen, Mellen City Hall, 102 Bennett St,  

       Mellen, 3rd Thursday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Carol Becker 

The Mellen Helping Hands Food Shelf has had to address some space situations 
these past few months.  Unfortunately, we lost our overflow storage area.  It was 
time we got creative.  By bringing in The BRICK’s staff and a board member and 
working with the City of Mellen, all is well!  We now have guaranteed access to 
running water and restroom facilities.  We’re grateful to the City Council for 
recognizing how valuable our services are to the many people we serve. 

Here are just a few of the many generous donations that helped us this year.  We 
got a big glass freezer from the Christie family.  The Hermit Creek Farm provided us 
with many vegetables and a generous pork share.  The United Church of Christ in 
Mellen has a Noisy Collection every month.  Anita and Ralph Kleinsteiber donated 
turkeys for Thanksgiving through a Thrivent Financial Action Team Event.  

With these donations, the food from The Emergency Food Assistance Program, 
rescued food from local grocers, and many more, we have served an average of 74 
people each month from 42 households in 2017!  So far this year we have given out 
17,621 pounds of food to the food insecure people in our community. 

In closing I would add that we are always looking for more volunteers to join our 
pantry.  The impact we make couldn’t happen without the generosity of our donors 
and our volunteers.  Thank you for your support! 
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Community Meals  

at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 

620 3rd St. West, Ashland WI 

at the corner of Chapple Ave. 

(Enter church hall around the back) 

Free meals for anyone in the Ashland area All are welcome! 

Join friends and neighbors for some good home cooking! 

Friday Dinners 5:30 p.m.– 7 p.m. 

THROUGH DECEMBER 22!!! 

Meals are provided by area churches, organizations, and individuals. 

Questions? Call Jane, kitchen manager, at (812)675-3170. 

Jeff Muse 
From the Board Room 

My name is Jeff Muse and I am a life-long resident of Ashland.  I am a member of Our Lady of the Lake 

Catholic Church and attended the local Catholic School in the 1960s.  In school, we were taught that, as 

Christians, we are obligated to feed the hungry and clothe the naked.  During this time, I recall a little silver 

colored drop-box attached to one of the pillars in church for “St. Anthony’s Bread.” This was a collection 

box where we were to deposit coins that would go to feed the hungry children who were nameless and 

lived in some far away country. I do remember my feeble nickels and pennies being deposited and 

wondering what the recipients would be eating thanks to my “generosity”.  Through the years, my little 

donations stopped and the little silver box eventually disappeared from its position on the church pillar.  

Times changed as did my focus. I went to High School and college. I tried a few careers and felt that 

something was missing from my life.  After decades of searching, I finally found that my interests and my 

talents are working in the field of non-profits. I am now the Executive Director for a non-profit and serve on 

a number of non-profit Boards and committees.   Still living in Ashland, I regularly pass by The BRICK  either 

in my car or when running into the grocery store located just across the street and as I passed by, I often 

wondered who in our community was in need or what the recipients may or may not be eating that day or 

were they warm that night?   

One day, a few months ago, Bill Holzhaeuser called me and asked if I would be interested in serving on The 

BRICK Board of Directors.  I believe this is my opportunity to share my time, talent and treasure and in 

some small way, reach out to those in need in our communities.  The little silver box that made such an 

impression in my childhood has come back into my life in the form of The BRICK and I am indeed blessed.  

Peace! 
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Ashland Seventh-day Adventist Church 
622 10th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-5877 
Cable Congregational United Church of Christ 
13445 County Hwy. M ― Cable WI 54821 
(715) 798-3066 
Chequamegon Community Church of  
Assemblies of God 
1451 County Hwy. C ― Washburn, WI 54891 
(715) 373-2939 
Congregational United Church of Christ 
117 West St. ― Mellen, WI 54546-0019 
(715) 274-2203 
First Assembly of God 
315 10th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 274-2203 
First Lutheran Church 
83105 Washington Ave. ― Port Wing WI 54865 
(715) 774-3576 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
311 13th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-4510 
Grace Bible Fellowship 
73605 State Hwy. 13 ― Washburn WI 54891 
(715) 373-1175 
Grand View United Methodist Church 
22180 US Hwy. 63 ― Grand View WI 54839 
(715) 763-3340 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
22555 Elm St.― Cornucopia WI 54827 
(715) 742-3440 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
231 5th St. W― Washburn WI 54891 
(715) 373-5378 
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church 
106 North 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-7620 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
c/o 106 North 2nd Ave. E — Ashland WI 54806 
(Odanah, WI 54861) 
(715) 682-7620 
Salem Baptist Church 
118 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-3934 
Sanborn United Methodist Church 
42745 County Hwy. E ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 278-3955 
Saron Lutheran Church 
517 9th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-2376 
United Presbyterian and First Congregational 
Church 
214 Vaughn Ave. ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-3093 
Washburn United Methodist Church 
326 Washington Ave. ― Washburn WI 54891 
PO Box 27 
(715) 373-2696 
Zion Lutheran Church 
1111 11th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806 
(715) 682-6075 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

Do you love to share stories and pictures on Facebook?  Maybe you’re great with 

paperwork.  What about talking on the phone?  If you have a special talent or passion, 

most likely there’s a place for you at The BRICK!  Our volunteers do most of the work in 

both our Food Shelf and Benevolence Programs.  Volunteers answer phones, unload 

semi-loads of food, pick up grocery store donations, assist shoppers in our four 

pantries, and much more.  If you’re looking for a way to fight hunger and poverty in our 

community, join our professional, positive, and friendly volunteers and work “to 

provide services and build relationships to change people’s circumstances and lives 

through Christ.” 

Please contact the Office Manager, Kris, for more information at 715-682-7425, or 

officemanager.thebrick@centurytel.net. 

mailto:officemanager.thebrick@centurytel.net
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7:00 PM — 9:00 PM 

Join The BRICK Ministries 
for the Second Annual Taste of the 

Bay, as its signature fundraiser and 

hosted by Northland College.  Enjoy 

an evening of fun sampling 

specialties from local restaurants 

and caterers.  Support The BRICK’s 

emergency food shelf and financial 

assistance programs at the same 

time! 

SATURDAY 

JAN 27 
NORTHLAND COLLEGE 
Ponzio Campus Center 

$30/PERSON IN ADVANCE 

$40/PERSON AT THE DOOR 

LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE 

Photos 

Gary Pennington loads the van with rescued 

food from the Ashland Walmart . 
The BRICK provided over 500 Thanksgiving 

turkeys  and turkey breasts to families in 

Ashland and Bayfield Counties. 
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Donation for The BRICK Ministries, Inc. 

The BRICK welcomes your support in fulfilling its vision “To provide services and build relationships to change      

people’s circumstances and lives through Christ.” The BRICK Ministries, Inc. is 501(c)(3) tax exempt status as       

determined by the IRS. 100% of your donation is tax  deductible.  

Enclosed is my gift of (circle one): 

           $30          $50          $100          $500      Other $______ 

Designate my gift to (circle one): 

           Make a Difference Fund          Food Shelf           General 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________ 

City________________________ State______ Zip____________ 

Phone____________________ Email_______________________    

Make checks payable to: 

The BRICK Ministries 

420 Elis Ave.  

Ashland, WI 54806 

Grants Support Our Vision to Serve! 
The BRICK Ministries is fortunate to have partners in service from 
several grant making organizations throughout the year.  We’ve 
highlighted a few earlier in the year (AgStar Fund for Rural America 
– Vol. 13, TransCanada Corporation Community Investment Fund – 
Vol. 14), yet there are several more to acknowledge before the end 
of 2017. 

 

You may already know that our local Walmart store generously supports our Food Shelf Program with thou-
sands of pounds of rescued food each month.  On top of that the Walmart Foundation has supported The 
BRICK’s Food Shelf Program through two of its initiatives.  Earlier in the year the Foundation’s Community 
Grant Program made a gift of $500 on behalf of the Ashland Store #1672.  A few months later the Walmart 
Foundation’s State Giving Program awarded The BRICK $40,000.  At every level Walmart and the Walmart 
Foundation are committed to its mission “to create opportunities so people can live better.”  Walmart and 
the Walmart Foundation gave more than $28.03 million in cash and in-kind contributions last fiscal year to 
support nonprofit organizations and programs in Wisconsin focused on fighting hunger and healthy eating, 
veteran reintegration, workforce development, disaster preparedness and other needs specific to many 
Wisconsin communities.  To learn more about the Walmart Foundation and its work as a community part-
ner visit http://giving.walmart.com/foundation.  

 

The Emergency Food and Shelter Program (EFSP) is another of the Food Shelf Program’s consistent grant 
providers.  Both the Ashland and Bayfield Counties’ EFSP local boards awarded grant funds ($2,000 and 
$2,359, respectively) to the Food Shelf Program.  EFSP is governed by its National Board, chaired by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and includes representatives of the American Red Cross, 
Catholic Charities USA, The Jewish Federations of North America, National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the USA, The Salvation Army, and United Way Worldwide.  Since 1983, the EFSP will have distributed 
$4.4 billion to over 14,000 human service agencies in more than 2,500 communities across the country 
through this private and public sectors collaboration.  Information regarding EFSP can be found at 
www.efsp.unitedway.org. 

 

Through the generosity of these organizations, The BRICK has been able to serve an average of 1,500 peo-
ple each month with nearly 26 pounds per person of a variety of healthy, nutritious food across the two-
county area.  The BRICK’s Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, and - most importantly – its consumers are 
grateful! 

http://giving.walmart.com/foundation
http://www.efsp.unitedway.org
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THE BRICK MINISTRIES,  INC. 

420 ELLIS AVENUE 

ASHLAND, WI 54806 
Phone 715-682-7425 

Fax 715-682-7427 

www.thebrickministries.com 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Our Mission:  The BRICK lives Christ’s message to compassionately love and respect those in need. 

Our Vision:  To provide services and build relationships to change people’s circumstances and lives 
through Christ. 

Board of Directors 
William J. Holzhaeuser, President, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland 
James R. Matzinger, Treasurer, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Ashland 
Julie M. Stipetich, Secretary, St. Peter Catholic Church, Dauby  
James F. Deters, United Presbyterian & First Congregational Church, Ashland 
Jeffery R. Muse, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland 
Esther Marie Pufall, Saron Lutheran Church, Ashland  

 

Staff 

Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director 

director.thebrick@centurytel.net 

Jim McPhetridge, Food Shelf Manager 

foodshelfmanager.thebrick@centurytel.net 

 

Sam Ray, Benevolence Manager 

benevolence.thebrick@centurytel.net 
 

Kris Westlund, Office Manager 

officemanger.thebrick@centurytel.net 


