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From the Director—
Summer is just around the corner and everyone has big plans! Like
many of us, I have plans to enjoy the outdoors camping, biking,
and kayaking. Others like to sail and fish. For some, the warm
temps and humidity are too much and prompt indoor activities like
going to the movies and the library. No matter what you like to do,
summer brings thoughts of fun – time off from every day cares.
But for the folks who come to The BRICK summer doesn’t bring any
relief. Our consumers are always living on the edge, struggling to
pay their bills and feed their families. Here at The BRICK we
recognize that “hunger doesn’t take a vacation.” Although school
districts serve free summer meals to students, this doesn’t reach
everyone. While the rest of us book reservations, and tap into
savings for a trip, many in our community don’t have that luxury –
can’t even think about tomorrow.
As we go into the summer months, I ask you to consider The
BRICK’s program participants. Do you have some extra time to
give as a volunteer? We can use BRICK pickers, pantry workers,
receptionists, and data entry volunteers. We accept food donations
year round (not just during the holidays). And we never turn down
financial gifts. Each kind of donation is essential to our ability to
make a difference right here in
our own community.
If you have a gift to share, please
get in touch. Help us make life a
little more bearable for our
consumers – during the summer
and all year long.

Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director
1

Sue Chvatik

I met Sue Chvatick at my son’s basketball
game a few years ago while she was cheering
on the team. As a driver with Lakeshore
Busses, she made it to a lot of games. These trips were an add-on to her normal
route to make extra money for her family - and of course for the excitement and
excuse to yell in the crowd. I loved seeing her in the stands. I’m sure the kids did
too. She made an impact on them as a caring adult in their lives, and got them
there and back on a daily basis. When the kids got home sooner than expected,
they would say “Well, Sue was driving.” She was known as having a lead foot years
ago before diabetes took one of them. She has had to make a lot of adjustments
this last year, but she wasn’t willing to miss out on volunteering. She pushed
through the pain to come back to us after going through so much. Sue sees The
BRICK as giving more than food and crisis funds, and I agree. We live our mission
and vision with the help of our volunteers. She says it’s all about bonding with
people, the comradery that occurs between volunteers and participants as we grow
together as friends. That’s why she loves it here. Her love of people shines
through.
Many people don’t know that Sue was valedictorian of her class and got a full
scholarship to a music school! She decided that wasn’t quite right for her, so she
got an accounting degree and a good job; but when her brother asked her to drive
one of his school busses, she gladly accepted and drove for over 38 years even after
he sold the company. She must really like kids! She adopted three of them and
was part of an adoption group that opened the Missions Food Pantry years ago in
Ashland. When The BRICK Ministries began their journey feeding the hungry Sue
jumped on board to help and has been part of the gang for seven years!
Sue doesn’t share her story with just anyone. She didn’t want to be the “Spotlight”
because her life has never been about her. Sue is humble and always puts others
first, but I want to honor her and the work she does here. The place just wouldn’t
be the same without her.
I’m so glad you are here, Sue! Thank you for being a ray of sunshine on a cloudy
day. We are blessed by you.

Kris Westlund, Office Manager
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He had just lost the
love of his life after
57 years together.
Jonas
was
heartbroken. He had
Sam Ray
come to The BRICK
because he was
Benevolence Manager
overwhelmed with
the finances. His wife, Judith, had always taken care of the bills, along
with many other household duties. He wasn't sure where to start. With
a hand full of bills, we started to look at them one by one. We called
Jonas' bank to check on his balance and request a print-out to review.
We called the different vendors together to get Judith's name removed
from the bills. It hurt him to see her name on every one. We developed
a spending plan listing all the vendors and all his other expenses. We
compared the expenses to his income to determine when each bill
would need to be paid. As we worked on the plan together, Jonas told
me different stories about Judith. We laughed, and we cried. When
Jonas left, although he had tears in his eyes, he had a smile on his face,
and a plan to continue his life with fond memories of an amazing wife.
The time spent with Jonas is just one example of how we can make a
difference. The Benevolence Program works with the goal to not only
help our neighbors find financial stability, but also to be a listening ear
to those who just need someone to sit with them, hear their story, and
encourage them. If we can do that, then we’re living our vision “to
provide services and build relationships to change people’s
circumstances and lives through Christ.”

06/14/18: Board Meeting, Saron Lutheran Church, 5:00 p.m.
06/14/18: Covenant Church Annual Meeting, Saron Lutheran Church, 6:00 p.m.
06/22/18: Volunteer Event
07/12/18: Board Meeting, location TBD, 5:30 p.m.
07/27/18: Volunteer Event
08/09/18: Board Meeting, location TBD, 5:30 p.m.
08/24/18: Volunteer Event
09/13/18: Board Meeting, location TBD, 5:30 p.m.
09/28/18: Volunteer Event
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The BRICK Pickers
olunteer Opportunity
Share your passion for gardening and the outdoors We are
looking for a team of volunteers to join us for 3-4 hours a
week through October. Activities include:
Harvesting crops, berries, and apples from farm
fields and orchards
Boxing harvested food for transport to The BRICK
Unloading and stocking of food once returned to
The BRICK in Ashland
For more information please contact Kris:
officemanager.thebrick@centurytel.net (715) 682-7425


Ashland, 420 Ellis Ave., Mondays-Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.;
Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Cable Area Food Shelf, 13380 Spruce St., 4th Thursday Jan.-Oct., 3rd Thursdays,
Nov.-Dec., 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

South Shore Food Shelf, Cornucopia, Bell Community Ctr.,

22615 Co. Hwy. C,

1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Helping Hands Food Shelf, Mellen, Mellen City Hall, 102 Bennett St.,

3rd Thursday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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9th Annual Jack O’Brien
Memorial Charity Golf Tournament

9th

Join in the fun and competition!!!

Annual

All proceeds go to The BRICK and Faith In ActionAshland County

Jack O’Brien

Food and Personal Care donations for The BRICK
gratefully accepted.

Memorial



DATE & TIME: Saturday, July 28, 2018, 11:00 am shotgun
start (Sandwiches & Refreshments available on the course)



EVENT: 2-Person Team, 18-Hole Scramble With Divisions
According to Skill Level



PRIZES: New Car/Cash, Brewers or Twins Tickets,
Raffles!



DINNER & SOCIAL HOUR: The Niblick Bar & Grill,
Social Hour at 4:30 pm, Dinner at 5:30 pm



ENTERTAINMENT: Stagecoach Bar & Grill 7pm-11pm,
No cover, Donations to charities



ENTRY FEES: $55 per person (the entry fee includes
dinner)



ENTRIES: Received By July 16, 2018 guarantees a golf cart



TO ENTER: Email address below for entry form, to be
mailed in with payment



QUESTIONS: Call (715) 682-8004 or email
mlindberg@pga.com

Charity Golf
Tournament
Saturday, July 28, 2018
Chequamegon Bay Golf Club

Ashland, Wisconsin

Jim McPhetridge
Food Shelf Manager
Hello from inside the Food Shelf,
Summer is finally here! With warmer days and a few needed rain drops, many local farmers, and
gardeners are ready to get planting. Early contacts with some local orchards and berry farms are very
encouraging as they see their crops are off to a good start and, for now, look very promising. If you like to
garden and enjoy helping and sharing with others, I’d like to plant a little seed – “PLANT AN EXTRA ROW
AND WATCH OUR CHILDERN GROW.” Healthy fresh foods are needed and much appreciated by those
families that we serve. We serve an average of 668 households per month; 29% of those are children.
Pass the word. Suggest it to your family and friends, neighbors and community gardens. What a
difference we could make in many lives, if together, the many did just a little and planted an extra row.
Also, many thanks to all the local food drives, personal donations, and of course the Postal Carriers Food
Drive. These were all a great success again this year and very beneficial to those we serve here at The
BRICK. Our fantastic volunteer crew once again stepped up to the plate and did an outstanding job. Over
25 volunteers came together and in one day dated checked, sorted and stocked the nearly 7,000 pounds
of food that was received at our four pantry locations – Mellen, Cornucopia, Cable and Ashland. Many
thanks to our great crew of volunteers, the generous community donors, and the local area Postal
Carriers for their combined efforts to help hundreds of Ashland and Bayfield County residents in their
times of need.
Have a blessed and wonderful summer.
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The Cable Area Food Shelf is doing well with the help of valuable BRICK support and our
faithful area donors.
We recently held our annual Empty Bowl event and it was very successful. All our food
was donated by area restaurants and businesses; we also
again had beautiful music throughout the evening by our
talented area musicians. A highlight of the evening was
the presentation by The BRICK’s Board members of the
BRICK Builder Award to two of the original volunteers of
the Cable food outlet, Chrystal Radloff and Kari Bjork.
Both women have continued as coordinators of the
volunteers of Trinity Lutheran Church since our food shelf
outlet opened. It was especially appropriate that the award be presented at the Empty
Bowl as they work tirelessly every year to decorate, make signs honoring our food donors,
and help to coordinate the entire event.
So many of our church coordinators and
other volunteers help in so many ways
throughout the year - as well as during the
Empty Bowl - they all deserve our thanks. I
know our participants are thankful each time
they come and see friendly faces helping
them when they most need it.
The Empty Bowl evening also presented the opportunity to share more information about
our food shelf and The BRICK with those attending. Our brochures are always available
and this year we also developed a flier with
additional information regarding what we have
been able to do through The BRICK with the support
of the community. In 2017 we served 742 people
and gave out nearly 20,000 pounds of food!
It has been a good year and we are all thankful to
be able to be part of such a needed and worthy
mission!

Teri Hanson, Cable Area Food Shelf Coordinator
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The BRICK’s team is thrilled to partner
once again with the National
Association of Letter Carriers for their
annual Stamp Out Hunger® Food
Drive. On Saturday, May 12, Carriers
across the nation collected food donations. That weekend and the
next Monday, The BRICK’s staff and volunteers worked with Letter
Carriers in the Northland to pick up what they’d collected. Carriers
from Ashland, Cable, Cornucopia, Drummond, Grand View,
Herbster, Highbridge, Mason, and Port Wing burned extra time and
calories to pick up donations along their routes. Our teams then
worked to sort over 6,900 pounds of nonperishable items. Our
volunteers stepped up to the plate and more than 30 people
donated their time for this special project. Thank you to the Letter
Carriers, volunteers, and donors for replenishing our shelves!

Ashland Seventh-day Adventist Church
622 10th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-5877
Cable Congregational United Church of Christ
13445 County Hwy. M ― Cable WI 54821
(715) 798-3066
Chequamegon Community Church of
Assemblies of God
1451 County Hwy. C ― Washburn, WI 54891
(715) 373-2939
Congregational United Church of Christ
117 West St. ― Mellen, WI 54546-0019
(715) 274-2203
First Assembly of God
315 10th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 274-2203
First Lutheran Church
83105 Washington Ave. ― Port Wing WI 54865
(715) 774-3576
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
311 13th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-4510
Grace Bible Fellowship
73605 State Hwy. 13 ― Washburn WI 54891
(715) 373-1175
Grand View United Methodist Church
22180 US Hwy. 63 ― Grand View WI 54839
(715) 763-3340
Immanuel Lutheran Church
22555 Elm St.― Cornucopia WI 54827
(715) 742-3440
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Messiah Lutheran Church
231 5th St. W― Washburn WI 54891
(715) 373-5378
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church
106 North 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-7620
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
c/o 106 North 2nd Ave. E — Ashland WI 54806
(Odanah, WI 54861)
(715) 682-7620
Salem Baptist Church
118 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-3934
Sanborn United Methodist Church
42745 County Hwy. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 278-3955
Saron Lutheran Church
517 9th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-2376
United Presbyterian and First Congregational
Church
214 Vaughn Ave. ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-3093
Washburn United Methodist Church
326 Washington Ave. ― Washburn WI 54891
PO Box 27
(715) 373-2696
Zion Lutheran Church
1111 11th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-6075

Grant Award News!
The BRICK’s leaders are thrilled to accept $3,000 from the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America’s (ELCA) World Hunger – Domestic Hunger
Grant Program. The BRICK is well known for its Food Shelf Program, yet
its Benevolence Program offers emergency financial assistance for basic
needs as well as referrals to partner agencies to ensure that consumers get
connected to all the resources available. This grant will support the
organization’s essential human needs programming across the board.
ELCA’s Domestic Hunger Grant “supports ministries that offer hope and
assistance to many thousands of people who experience poverty and
hunger in the United States.” It supported 347 domestic initiatives in
2017. The BRICK’s Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, and especially our
program participants are grateful for the ELCA’s Domestic Hunger Grant
Program’s support.
Find out about the ELCA’s World Hunger Program at https://elca.org/OurWork/Relief-and-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger.

Photos
Congratulations to Matt
Anich, BRICK Builder
Award recipient!

A huge thank-you to the members and
staff of Northwoods Community Credit
Union for hosting the 6th Annual GrillOut for our Benevolence Program!
Pictured are staff from NCCU, The
BRICK, and State Assembly
Representative Beth Meyers.
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Sometimes you may think that volunteering is just about what
you give, especially if you volunteer a lot of time. It is sacrificing
your time, energy and possibly even finances while giving back
to your community, but it is also what you receive! There are
Office Manager
so many blessings for you and for others as you reach out. One
of my volunteers told me about a day that her whole life
Kris Westlund
outside of The BRICK seemed to be falling apart. She really
didn’t want to volunteer that day. She wanted to stay in bed
and cry, but out of the goodness of her heart and her
faithfulness to our mission she put on her shoes, looked beyond
herself, and came in anyway. The hug she received after taking someone through the food shelf
brought her to tears, and gave her joy and encouragement. While serving the person in need
compassionately, loving, and being respectful and kind, offering a smile and a hand up, she got just
what she needed that day too! When we look beyond our own junk and choose to help others, that’s
when the blessings pour out and we make a difference! Her outlook on life changed in that instant.
She was blessed by being a blessing.
Her experience had me wondering what other kinds of benefits there are to volunteering, so I did
some research and found a good article online. It identifies four main benefits to volunteering:


Volunteering connects you to others



Volunteering is good for your mind and body



Volunteering can advance your career



Volunteering brings fun and fulfillment to your life

Why reinvent the wheel? Follow the link to read more. Volunteering and its Surprising Benefits
How Giving to Others Makes You Healthier and Happier, Jeanne Segal, Ph.D. and Lawrence
Robinson. https://www.helpguide.org/articles/healthy-living/volunteering-and-its-surprising-benefits.htm
Enjoy and thank you for your sacrifice!

Donation for The BRICK Ministries, Inc.
The BRICK welcomes your support in fulfilling its vision “To provide services and build relationships to change
people’s circumstances and lives through Christ.” The BRICK Ministries, Inc. is 501(c)(3) tax exempt status as
determined by the IRS. 100% of your donation is tax deductible.
Enclosed is my gift of (circle one):
$30

$50

$100

$500

Other $______

Designate my gift to (circle one):
Make a Difference Fund

Food Shelf

General

Name_______________________________________________
Address______________________________________________
City________________________ State______ Zip____________
Phone____________________ Email_______________________
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Make checks payable to:
The BRICK Ministries
420 Elis Ave.
Ashland, WI 54806

THE BRICK MINISTRIES, INC.
420 ELLIS AVENUE
ASHLAND, WI 54806
Phone 715-682-7425
Fax 715-682-7427
www.thebrickministries.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission: The BRICK lives Christ’s message to compassionately love and respect those in need.
Our Vision: To provide services and build relationships to change people’s circumstances and lives
through Christ.

Board of Directors
William J. Holzhaeuser, President, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland
James R. Matzinger, Treasurer, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Ashland
Julie M. Stipetich, Secretary, St. Peter Catholic Church, Dauby
Jeffery R. Muse, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland
Esther Marie Pufall, Saron Lutheran Church, Ashland

Staff
Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director
director.thebrick@centurytel.net
Jim McPhetridge, Food Shelf Manager
foodshelfmanager.thebrick@centurytel.net
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Sam Ray, Benevolence Manager
benevolence.thebrick@centurytel.net
Kris Westlund, Office Manager
officemanger.thebrick@centurytel.net

