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From the Director—
The season of Lent is about to begin; and it’s often considered a time of self-denial and
reflection on our shortcomings. But I think that’s the easy way out. I recently read an
article that reminded me that Lent doesn’t have to be a gloomy guilt-focused exercise,
but instead a time of preparation for the most glorious celebration of all – Christ’s
Easter resurrection! So how do we prepare? Some of us fast, which can remind us of
our humanity and God’s great goodness. Fasting means giving up something, but how
can we fill the void of fasting? Let’s not emphasize the denial, but the giving! We can
give joy, give hope, give love. In practical ways, we can give gifts, give time, give effort.
Right now, there’s plenty of giving happening at The BRICK! We have fantastic grants
and other gifts supporting our work, as well as lots and lots of food donations! So
much bounty means we’re able to help out more people with more services. That
means more effort. What we need right now is time – volunteers’ time! Our
volunteers do most of the work here at The BRICK and WOW - do they know how to
give!! Join us for Lent and give love, hope, and joy!

Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director

DO YOU WANT TO FAST THIS LENT?
In the words of Pope Francis
†
†
†
†
†
†
†
†
†
†
†

Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
Fast from worries and have trust in God.
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy.
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.

(Courtesy of pietrafitness.com)
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From the Board Room
Drew Emmert

Hello,
My name is Drew Emmert. I was born and raised in Ashland, and have always loved my
hometown community. When I became a regular attender at Salem Baptist Church in Ashland
during my years in high school, I became aware of the overwhelming amount of poverty that
exists in Ashland and Bayfield Counties. Since then, seeing families in my hometown struggle
with financial hardship, struggling to provide food for their children, and not knowing if they
would have a place to live has compelled me to take steps towards solving the problem.
In November of 2018, I was asked to serve on the Board of Directors for The BRICK Ministries.
The opportunity to be a part of an organization that provides services for so many families in
our area was extremely humbling and exciting for me. It is clear to me that becoming a
member on The BRICK Board was something that God had been preparing me for during my
time in high school, college, and full-time ministry. I am so excited to work with other dynamic
leaders in our community to bring Christ’s love to people who are hurting, hungry, and
desiring stability. Seeing lives changed through something as simple as giving a family
groceries, or money for utility bills reveals how God can use things that many of us may take
for granted to reveal His love to those who need it most.

Volunteer
Opportunities
Do you love to share stories and pictures on Facebook? Maybe you’re great with
paperwork. What about talking on the phone? If you have a special talent or passion,
most likely there’s a place for you at The BRICK! Our volunteers do most of the work in
both our Food Shelf and Benevolence Programs. Volunteers answer phones, unload semi
-loads of food, pick up grocery store donations, assist shoppers in our four pantries, and
much more. If you’re looking for a way to fight hunger and poverty in our community,
join our professional, positive, and friendly volunteers and work “to provide services and
build relationships to change people’s circumstances and lives through Christ.”
Please contact the Office Manager, Cheyanne, for more information at 715-682-7425, or
officemanager.thebrick@centurytel.net.
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Dan Cameron
Interim Food Shelf Manager

The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) donations have more than
doubled in comparison to the same time last year. We are also receiving products
through the Trade Mitigation Program (TMP). This is where we have been getting
the bulk of our fresh milk (extended through June). Within the next six months we
can expect orange juice, rice, cranberries, beans and peas from the TMP. I will
continue to make adjustments to amounts issued to our participants pretty much
on a daily basis. This creates a good news/not so good news scenario: Good that
we will have more product to help program participants; not so good that limited
freezer and refrigerator space requires more physical labor to get the products to
our participants.
The pantry continues to operate despite staffing challenges and high participation
on open days. Weather related closures funneled our clients into the days we were
open. Our continuing to operate at full capacity is a credit to our volunteers and
their dedication to the program. Yet so much activity puts additional pressures on
our staff – both paid and volunteer. More volunteers are essential if we are to
continue to operate and provide services to our participants at this level. If you
have a passion for service and want to get involved at the ground level, our Food
Shelf Program is a great place to volunteer!

Grant Supports
Food Shelf Program
Medica Foundation is partnering with The BRICK for the second year in a row with a
$5,000 grant for our Food Shelf Program! The BRICK’s vision is “to change people’s
circumstances and lives through Christ.” One of the ways we do that is by serving the
food insecure members of our community to ensure they have a wide variety of healthy,
nutritious food choices in our pantries, which is an essential component in good health.
We’re grateful for Medica Foundation’s commitment to the overall health of our
community and our individual pantry shoppers. These funds have been allocated through
the Foundation’s Nonprofit Core Mission Support program, which supports small
nonprofit organizations located outside the metropolitan parts of the Medica
Foundation’s service area and which strengthens rural communities through healthrelated programming. The BRICK’s Board of Directors, staff, volunteers, and especially
our program participants are thrilled with Medica Foundation’s support.
For more information about Medica Foundation and its good work across the region go
to http://www.medicafoundation.org/.
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Sam Ray
Benevolence Manager

Will was so excited about his new place. He had been couch surfing for months and finally
had saved enough money to have his own home. To have the rent at $750 and a security
deposit of $750 up front was just not an option when he lost his job. This new home
would be a safe place for his two daughters to stay with him.
Will had come to see us a few months back, and we had referred him to the Job Center.
They helped Will find a good job. We also helped with a one-time payment towards the
rent so that he could go ahead and move in to the place he found.
The BRICK works diligently to connect community members with the resources to have
their basic needs met for food and shelter. Through our Benevolence Program we help
folks get back on their feet by connecting with partner agencies like the Job Center, and
by helping with just a little bit of financial aid paid directly to landlords, utility companies,
and other vendors.
We know we’re making an impact when someone like Will shares the progress he’s
worked so hard to achieve.

Interwoven Ministry offers FREE HOT DRINKS and snacks most Fridays from 10 AM to 1 PM at the Crossroads
building on Main Street! Also, as of Sunday February 17th, the Ministry offers FREE hot soup and buns from 12 PM
to 2 PM to anyone who'd like to walk in. Come in and warm up, get a tummy full and fellowship with new friends
and maybe some old. All are welcome! Contact Arlene Brandis at (715) 292-5955 for any details or questions.

03/05/19: Mardi Gras Pancake & Sausage Supper and Garland City Consort
performance, First United Methodist Church—Ashland, 5:30 p.m.—dinner, 7:00
p.m.—music, 8:00 p.m. doughnuts & coffee
03/14/19: Board Meeting, location Salem Baptist Church, 5:30 p.m.
03/22/19: Volunteer In-Service
04/06/19: 8th Annual Empty Bowl, Cable Community Centre, 4:30 p.m.—7:00 p.m.
04/07/19: Bards Against Hunger poetry reading, The BRICK, 2:00
p.m.
04/11/19: Board Meeting, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 5:30 p.m.
04/26/19: Volunteer In-Service
05/09/19: Board Meeting, Ringenberg Financial Group, 5:30 p.m.
05/24/19: Volunteer In-Service
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What an eventful winter season this has
been! From special events such as our
Annual Taste of the Bay to the usual hectic
daily grind—I am continuously amazed at
this small organization’s ability to serve our
community in big, big ways. As a data
enthusiast, I would like to share how this
dedication is reflected in our records. In
2018, a total of 8499.5 volunteer hours had
been recorded for the year; this is a significant
increase of 922 hours (more than 12%) from the previous year. This trend
continues as we begin 2019 and logged in at just under 668 volunteer hours
across all of our pantries! Kudos, team! The role of each volunteer is so essential
to the work and heart of this ministry. This simply cannot be stated enough.

Office
Manager
Cheyanne Reeves

Looking forward, finding creative ways to develop connections and continuing to
seek out friendly folks to join our crew will remain two central focuses of mine
within the office. Some projects in the works include: improving communication
flow, implementing new methods of recognizing and rewarding our dedicated
volunteer staff, creating additional roles for volunteers, and creatively marketing
our program. I am all open ears for input, recommendations, and critiques! As we
move through this last stretch of winter I hope you all stay warm and safe, and
take the time to get out there and enjoy the season for just a little while longer.

If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact the
Office Manager Cheyanne Reeves for more information
at 715-682-7425 or officemanager.thebrick@centurytel.net.


Ashland, 420 Ellis Ave., Mondays-Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m.; Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Cable Area Food Shelf, 13380 Spruce St., 4th Thursday Jan.-Oct.,
3rd Thursday Nov.-Dec., 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

South Shore Food Shelf, Cornucopia, Bell Community Ctr., 1st and 3rd
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Helping Hands Food Shelf, Mellen, Mellen City Hall, 102 Bennett St,
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Mellen, 3rd Thursday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

When I initially reached out to Carol and Rich Becker with news
that I was interested in highlighting their work with The BRICK’s
Helping Hands Food Shelf in our newsletter, Carol comically
noted: “Well…this is an idea that my husband will love, but I will
absolutely hate.” As is true for many of our volunteers, the
Beckers are humble about the work and generosity they provide
to their community—and they certainly do a lot!
The Beckers have worked with the Helping Hands Food Shelf in
Mellen since its very beginning, while the food shelf was still in its
planning phase. Over the years, they have helped out each month
guiding participants through the pantry, writing columns for our
quarterly newsletter, and stocking shelves. These days, they
primarily help stock and prep the pantry for consumers. When
asked what has kept them so engaged with the food shelf over the years, Rich commented on
the importance of the people they work with and the simple motivation of doing good for
others.

Carol & Rich
Becker

This work extends beyond the Helping Hands Food Shelf. The couple is deeply passionate about
working with children in outdoor-oriented projects, such as the Great Backyard Bird Count done
with local 5th graders each year. “We’ve kinda adopted parts of the school over the years,” Rich
joked. You may find also find features in the Ashland Daily Press Outdoor Column written by Rich
as the two are avidly fond of outdoors activities. They are members of Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Mellen. Additionally, Rich is a member of the Mellen Peace Community Choir, which
offers local events such as “Music in the Park” at Copper Falls. Currently, they are practicing for
their Easter performance. The next time you have a chance to connect with these two, let them
know how grateful we are to have them on our team!



The Cable Area Food Shelf, one of The BRICK’s four food outlets, has been busy over the past several
months, serving an average of 40 families per month. The four churches in Cable continue to rotate
providing volunteers for each day that the Food Shelf is open and we are so thankful that so many caring
individuals are willing to help serve those in need. Each church has two coordinators who not only staff
the Food Shelf with volunteers but supervise operations when they are responsible and keep their church
members aware of donation needs.
A highlight of recent months is receiving via The BRICK a new commercial freezer. The sliding glass doors
provide our participants with an enhanced shopping experience by allowing a view of all their choices,
while also allowing energy conservation due to less time with open doors.
An exciting upcoming event is our eighth annual Empty Bowl event which will be held at the Cable
Community Center on Saturday, April 6, from 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm. This fundraiser is well supported by
many area restaurants and businesses. Delicious soups, breads and desserts are donated, which keeps
cost low and allows us to raise funds which are used to help keeps our pantry well stocked through The
BRICK’s relationship with Feeding America’s affiliate, Second Harvest Northern Lakes Food Bank, and The
Emergency Food Assistance Program. Funds also go toward paying utilities for our food shelf space, which
is generously provided to us rent-free. We invite everyone to join us at our Empty Bowl Event!
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Teri Hanson
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Thank You to all of our community
members, sponsors, and participants that made our
3rd Annual Taste of the Bay event a success! It truly
was a special time. Congratulations to our winners
and thank you to every vendor that came out to
share their talent and delicious dishes with the
community. We hope to see you again next year!

Ashland Seventh-day Adventist Church
622 10th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-5877
Cable Congregational United Church of Christ
13445 County Hwy. M ― Cable WI 54821
(715) 798-3066
Chequamegon Community Church of
Assemblies of God
1451 County Hwy. C ― Washburn, WI 54891
(715) 373-2939
Congregational United Church of Christ
117 West St. ― Mellen, WI 54546-0019
(715) 274-2203
First Assembly of God
315 10th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 274-2203
First Lutheran Church
83105 Washington Ave. ― Port Wing WI 54865
(715) 774-3576
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
311 13th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-4510
Grace Bible Fellowship
73605 State Hwy. 13 ― Washburn WI 54891
(715) 373-1175
Grand View United Methodist Church
22180 US Hwy. 63 ― Grand View WI 54839
(715) 763-3340
Immanuel Lutheran Church
22555 Elm St.― Cornucopia WI 54827
(715) 742-3440
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Messiah Lutheran Church
231 5th St. W― Washburn WI 54891
(715) 373-5378
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church
106 North 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-7620
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
c/o 106 North 2nd Ave. E — Ashland WI 54806
(Odanah, WI 54861)
(715) 682-7620
Salem Baptist Church
118 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-3934
Sanborn United Methodist Church
42745 County Hwy. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 278-3955
Saron Lutheran Church
517 9th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-2376
United Presbyterian and First Congregational
Church
214 Vaughn Ave. ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-3093
Washburn United Methodist Church
326 Washington Ave. ― Washburn WI 54891
PO Box 27
(715) 373-2696
Zion Lutheran Church
1111 11th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-6075

CREATIVE COMMUNITY BUILDING:


Lent is a time of tender reflection that yields tremendous fruit of the spirit as Holy Week
and Easter approaches. But first – there's that playful and exuberant celebration called
Mardi Gras-- also known as Shrove Tuesday! Join us as we celebrate the Second Annual
Mardi Gras: Dinner and a Show with The Garland City Consort! There is no charge for
this event, although donations can be made at will. Proceeds will go to The Brick
Ministries, The Garland City Consort, and The Ashland United Methodist Church. If you
have questions, please contact either Andrew McInnes (715-331-8111) or Pastor Teena
Racheli (715-373-5967). Volunteers are indeed needed to help serving food! Please
contact Pastor Teena for more information. Hope to see you for this community
celebration!
Join The Garland City Consort again on Saturday, March 9th, at 6 pm for Party at the
Wilmarth Mansion. The Consort will perform anonymous music from the Baroque era
and accept free will donations; there is no charge for the event. They will perform this
selection once again on Sunday, March 10th, at the United Methodist Church of
Washburn at 3 pm.

Join us on Sunday, April 7, at 2 pm as The BRICK and Wisconsin Fellowship of
Poets host Bards Against Hunger. The Bards will be offering a poetry reading
and open mic to benefit The BRICK! All are invited to listen to or read poems
relating to the topic of hunger and poverty. Copies of Bards Against Hunger
(WI Ed.) will be available for sale to raise funds for the Food Shelf Program; free
will donations of cash or personal care items are also requested. This event will
take place at The BRICK’s Ashland location: 420 Ellis Ave. For more information,
please contact Liz at (715) 682-7425. Questions about the open mic should be
directed to Jan at wfoppres@gmail.com.

Donation for The BRICK Ministries, Inc.
The BRICK welcomes your support in fulfilling its vision “To provide services and build relationships to change
people’s circumstances and lives through Christ.” The BRICK Ministries, Inc. is 501(c)(3) tax exempt status as
determined by the IRS. 100% of your donation is tax deductible.
Enclosed is my gift of (circle one):
$30

$50

$100

$500

Other $______

Designate my gift to (circle one):
Make a Difference Fund

Food Shelf

General

Name_______________________________________________
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Make checks payable to:

Address______________________________________________

The BRICK Ministries

City________________________ State______ Zip____________

420 Elis Ave.

Phone____________________ Email_______________________

Ashland, WI 54806

THE BRICK MINISTRIES, INC.
420 ELLIS AVENUE
ASHLAND, WI 54806
Phone 715-682-7425
Fax 715-682-7427
www.thebrickministries.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission: The BRICK lives Christ’s message to compassionately love and respect those in need.
Our Vision: To provide services and build relationships to change people’s circumstances and lives
through Christ.

Board of Directors
William J. Holzhaeuser, President, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland
James R. Matzinger, Treasurer, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Ashland
Julie M. Stipetich, Secretary, St. Peter Catholic Church, Dauby
Drew G. Emmert, Salem Baptist Church, Ashland
Jeffery R. Muse, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland
Esther Marie Pufall, Saron Lutheran Church, Ashland
Jeanne M. Spruell, United Presbyterian & First Congregational Church, Ashland
Rhonda H. Sundberg, Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, Ashland

Staff
Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director
director.thebrick@centurytel.net

Sam Ray, Benevolence Manager
benevolence.thebrick@centurytel.net

Dan Cameron, Interim Food Shelf Manager
foodshelfmanager.thebrick@centurytel.net

Cheyanne Reeves, Office Manager
officemanger.thebrick@centurytel.net
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