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From the Director —
Graduations and summer vacations! Now that June has arrived, many of us make a
shift in our daily activities; we spend more time outside, in the garden, at the lake. We
schedule blocks of time for road trips, camping, and visiting family further afield. Some
of us prefer the staycation, and reacquaint ourselves with our favorite trails, beaches,
and art studios.
For many of us, this season is a contradiction. The summer months feel like life has
slowed down, while simultaneously the days fly by! We pour our energy into making
travel arrangements – in order to take a break. We long for those quiet sunsets, and
we crave big reunions.
Summer can be a time of contradictions for The BRICK’s consumers as well, especially
for the unhoused. For some, this is a more difficult time to find shelter because the
weather is nicer. Family and friends who might offer a place to stay during the winter
may be less charitable when the temps aren’t below zero. That means more folks are
out on the street. The shelter is at capacity, the hotels/motels and local campgrounds
are filled with tourists, and homeless individuals have maxed out on The BRICK’s
financial assistance; so, they are reduced to sleeping outside in out-of-the-way places
where they hopefully won’t be noticed. This results in more risk for homeless people.
They are exposed to the elements 24/7, their personal possessions are more likely to
be stolen or thrown away, and there is greater potential for physical danger.
But The BRICK is a constant. Our program participants can count on us no matter the
weather or the season. We work to provide consistent and reliable essential services.
Our four pantries strive to offer similar, if not identical, selections, and our
Benevolence Program works to keep or get people into their own homes all year long.
Even if we cannot help financially, we work hard to connect program participants with
a range of resources offered by other local agencies.
As we enjoy all the pleasures that summer
brings, please reserve a little energy to
support the people we serve. Whether you
volunteer, donate some toiletries, or write a
check, your generosity is essential to meeting
the needs of our under-resourced community
members.
Happy Summer!
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Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director

South Shore Food Shelf
Enter Cornucopia on County C and you will soon see the old school
house. This building now is home to the Town of Bell offices and library,
as well as the South Shore Food Shelf. We are open the first and third
Thursdays of each month from 10 o’clock a.m. to 3 o’clock p.m.. Due to
continued high COVID cases across the region,
we are packing your food and bringing it to
your car for the time being.
One of the first people you will see is Al Reedy,
who has been working at the food shelf for
many years. You can’t find a friendlier or more
helpful person anywhere else on the South
Shore. The South Shore Food Shelf has had SIX
new volunteers trained within the last month!
One of our volunteers who has been with us
for quite a while is Judie Moyer, pictured in the
pantry.

Al Reedy greets
you with food!

We look forward to the time when people can come back into the
pantry and do their own shopping. Our Food Shelf Manager Amaris
Shrider delivers food from The BRICK’S warehouse on the first and third
Wednesday of the month at 2
o’clock p.m.. Anyone who would
like to donate food or funds can
come at this time. We are always
happy to see you. With the
weather finally getting better,
everyone can get out again and
enjoy the warmer temps. Make a
visit to our food shelf part of your
spring and summer plans.
Judie Moyer in the pantry
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From the Board Room
JULIE STIPETICH
President
Spring, a time filled with transition and new beginnings. Transition from the gray of
winter days to the burst of spring color in brilliant blue skies and waters, to golden
daffodils, to the green growth of lawns, trees and woodlands. Spring awakens our senses
with the buzz of lawn mowers, the choruses of birds singing and peeping frogs, and the
smell of newly cut grass and blooming lilacs. New beginnings occur as animals bring forth
new life and students graduate or look forward to the end of a school year and the
beginning of summer vacation. There is joy all around in this season of change.
Just as spring brings joy in the transformation of our natural world and lives, our
Christian liturgical year is in transition also. Approximately fifty days ago we solemnly,
and joyfully, commemorated Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection. We witnessed, once
again, the love of God through his Son, Jesus, and the defeat of sin and death. During the
days after His resurrection, we shared the joy of His followers as Jesus walked with them
and then returned to His Father in heavenly glory. Jesus promised that even though this
was a time of change, He would send the Holy Spirit to be the advocate and consoler of
His friends. The Spirit would empower them to be His witnesses, to be joy-filled in His
service. And though His followers may have been saddened at the loss of their dear
friend, there was joy in Jesus’ words “I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:20.
Just as those early witnesses received the joy of the Holy Spirit, we too have been
empowered to be joy-filled in service. Joy in our natural world, our faith life, family life,
or our life in communion with our
neighbors is not serendipity. Henri J. M.
Nouwen, a Dutch professor and
theologian wrote: “Joy does not simply
happen to us. We have to choose joy and
keep choosing it every day.” The staff and
volunteers at The BRICK are in the
business of choosing joy each day. They
participate in promoting wellbeing and
sharing joy with each of the individuals
and households that visit The BRICK. The
fruit of a life given in service is joy. May
you choose joy each day in this
wonderful, beautiful season of change.
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Julie Stipetich

Amaris Shrider
Food Shelf Manager
Spring is here! As we look to the summer months in the Food Shelf, our
thoughts turn to produce. We are always grateful for the bounty our
neighbors share with our participants. Last year we received an abundance
of tomatoes, cucumbers, and monster zucchini. If you are planning a
garden this summer with the hopes of perhaps donating the excess, please
consider planting additional items. ‘Dry’ storage items with a longer shelf-life
are good options – think apples, winter squash, onions, etc. Also, a variety is
best. Thanks SO much in advance for your gardening skills and generosity.

Also, lately, The BRICK has been fortunate
to join with Hunger Task Force and the
State of Wisconsin’s Build Back Better
programs to receive additional highquality food, including Wisconsin meats
and cheeses, fresh produce and milk. A
HUGE thank you to those programs!
In facilities news, The BRICK recently
obtained a Big Joe pallet lift, and is soon
to receive pallet racks – all courtesy of
Hunger Task Force facilitated grants.
These upgrades will greatly increase our
available space, growth potential, and
efficiency.

06/08/22:
06/15/22:
06/24/22:
07/02/22:
07/14/22:
07/22/22:
07/30/22:
08/11/22:
08/19/22:
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Public Informational Meeting regarding USDA Rural Development
construction project, 6:00 p.m., Vaughn Public Library
Annual Covenant Church Meeting (hybrid), 6:00 p.m. followed
by Annual Board Meeting, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Virtual Volunteer In-Service: 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m., 2021 Annual
Report
Ice Cream Social—Kids Day at the Farmer’s Market, 9:00 a.m.—
Noon, Menard Park/Ashland Area Farmer’s Market
Virtual Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Virtual Volunteer In-Service: 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
13th Annual Jack O’Brien Memorial Charity Golf Tournament,
10:00 a.m. registration, Chequamegon Bay Golf Club
Virtual Board Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
Volunteer Appreciation Picnic: 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., Prentice
Park—Ashland (tentative)

ELCA World Hunger
Domestic Hunger Grant Award
The BRICK’s leaders are thrilled to accept a
$20,000 two-year grant from the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America’s (ELCA) World
Hunger – Domestic Hunger Grant Program. The
BRICK is best known for its Food Shelf Program, yet its Benevolence Program offers
emergency financial assistance for basic needs as well as referrals to partner agencies to
ensure that consumers get connected to all the resources available. This grant will
support the organization’s essential human needs programming across the board.
“ELCA World Hunger’s domestic grants accompany congregations and their partners
throughout the United States and Caribbean as they draw on the strengths of
communities to address local issues such as food security, housing, job readiness, clean
water, human rights, policy change, leadership development and more. Together, these
ministries are part of a comprehensive approach to breaking the cycle of poverty and
hunger – for good.”
The BRICK is grateful to be one of 146 domestic ministries that will be putting $2,442,744
to work through ELCA World Hunger grants domestically in 2022.
Find out about the ELCA’s World Hunger Program at https://elca.org/Our-Work/Reliefand-Development/ELCA-World-Hunger .

It’s been a long, long spring but gardening
season is finally here! If you love to get your
hands down in the dirt, I have the perfect
volunteer opportunity for you! We’ll be
looking for volunteers to help maintain our
Cheyanne Reeves
flower beds at our Ashland homesite and be
on call to help out the “BRICK Pickers.” This is
a program through which we coordinate small
volunteer groups to go out to local farms that have agreed to let us glean from the
season’s harvest. Carpooling opportunities are possible and fun times are guaranteed.
Contact me for more details.

FROM THE OFFICE

Since January, our volunteer crew has put in a total of over
1,800 hours across all of our locations. This breaks down to
an average of about 360 hours per month. How awesome
is that? As we move into the summer, we’ll be looking for
additional volunteers to help out around the agency. If
you’d like to become involved, please contact me at: (715)
682-7425 | officemanager@thebrickministries.org.
Here’s to a great summer!
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~ Cheyanne

Eric Lindell
Benevolence Manager
The snow has finally melted, warmer temperatures are here, and
the trees are budding! Spring has finally arrived in the north country
after a long winter. But with the coming of spring, the need for
assistance has grown. Inflation is starting to play a major factor for
people on fixed or limited incomes. We are blessed though. We
have a large number of resources each month to assist people
requesting help. The greatest areas of need during the past several
months have been for utility and rental assistance. We are grateful
that Xcel Energy has set up a special Heat Assistance fund for lowincome households. Thankfully, we were able to tap into this
resource and not turn anyone away.
God always provides sunshine even during difficult or long days. For
instance, one family that recently lost their home due to a fire was
able to find a new apartment very quickly and with our assistance
moved in right away. Another family that is facing eviction from a
landlord who is selling their rental will be moving into the Ashland
Emergency Shelter, and I was able to connect them with several
resources. Hopefully, they will find a new home quickly and their
stay in the shelter will be short.
As we enter the summer months, please keep persons in need in
your prayers, and please continue to advocate that our local
governments will find ways to address the very real need for safe,
affordable housing in our region.

Food Shelf Locations and Hours
Ashland, 420 Ellis Ave., Mondays-Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.;
Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Cable Area Food Shelf, 13380 Spruce St., 4th Thursday Jan.-Oct.,
3rdThursdays, Nov.-Dec., 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
South Shore Food Shelf, Cornucopia, Bell Community Ctr., 22615 Co.
Hwy. C,1st and 3rd Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Helping Hands Food Shelf, Mellen, Mellen City Hall, 102 Bennett St.,
3rd Thursday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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JOIN IN THE FUN AND COMPETITION!
It will be an action packed day that will include:
• Prizes for top teams
• Raffle drawings & other events
• Special hole prizes & contests

THE FACTS

The BRICK is hosting
an Ice Cream Social
as part of Kids Day at
the Farmer’s Market!
Join us on Saturday,
July 2, 9 AM—NOON.
It’s NEVER
too early for
ice cream!
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•

DATE: Saturday, July 30, 2022

•

TIME: 11:00 am shotgun start (Sandwiches
& Refreshments available on the course)

•

PLACE: Chequamegon Bay Golf Club,
Ashland, Wisconsin

•

EVENT: 2-Person Team, 18-Hole Scramble
With Divisions According to Skill Level

•

PROCEEDS:
All Proceeds Will Go to The BRICK Ministries &
Faith In Action-Ashland County

•

ENTRY FEES: $65 per person (includes tickets
for 1 grill item & 1 beverage)

•

ENTRIES: Received by July 18, 2022
guarantees a golf cart

•

TO ENTER: Simply mail the attached entry
form with payment or drop it off at The
BRICK.

•

QUESTIONS:
 For tournament info call (715)682-8004 or
email chequamegonbaygolf@gmail.com
 For payment info call (715)682-7425 ext.
or email director@thebrickministries.org

Liz Smith has been sharing her time and talents
for many years to help out pantry shoppers at
the Helping Hands Food Shelf in Mellen. She’s
contributed so much that our Outlet Site
Manager Bill Polencheck nominated her to
receive the BRICK Builder Award. Our Board of
Directors agreed wholeheartedly!
The Board presented this rotating award to Liz
at an event earlier this spring for her many
contributions to the organization and its
mission “to live Christ’s message to
compassionately love and respect those in need.” The award honors those
who have made significant contributions to the community through The
BRICK, and Liz is a longtime
contributor to the Mellen pantry.
She’s been donating her specialty
breads to the Helping Hands Food
Shelf nearly since its inception in
2011. Liz figures it’s one way she
can lend her unique talents to help
out her neighbors and her
community.
She’s a wonderful
example of the power of
volunteers! Pantry shoppers know
that Liz Smith will always deliver on
her high-quality baked goods.

Are you looking for a project that will make a
positive impact on our community? Do you
love to develop plans from start to finish and
connect with community partners to make those plans a reality? Join The BRICK as an
AmeriCorps VISTA member to work on a one-year special project. This position is open to
adults of all ages! The project goal is to develop a plan to launch a Bridges initiative in the
region to address the causes of poverty. The Bridges Out of Poverty model, developed by
aha! Process, is a community curriculum designed to transform communities of poverty into
communities “that provide a better life for all residents.” If you’re interested, please contact
Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director: 715-682-7425 ext. 2 or
director@thebrickministries.org. Get in touch today!
AmeriCorps VISTA provides a $575.40 bi-weekly living allowance. Submit your application at
https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=105170
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Ashland Seventh-day Adventist Church
622 10th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-5877
Cable United Church of Christ
13445 County Hwy. M ― Cable WI 54821
(715) 798-3066
Chequamegon Community Church of
Assemblies of God
1451 County Hwy. C ― Washburn, WI 54891
(715) 373-2939
Congregational United Church of Christ
117 West St. ― Mellen, WI 54546-0019
(715) 274-2203
First Assembly of God
315 10th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 274-2203
First Lutheran Church
83105 Washington Ave. ― Port Wing WI
54865
(715) 774-3576
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
311 13th St. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-4510
Grace Bible Fellowship
73605 State Hwy. 13 ― Washburn WI 54891
(715) 373-1175
Grand View United Methodist Church
22180 US Hwy. 63 ― Grand View WI 54839
(715) 763-3340
Immanuel Lutheran Church
22555 Elm St.― Cornucopia WI 54827
(715) 742-3440

Messiah Lutheran Church
231 5th St. W― Washburn WI 54891
(715) 373-5378
Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church
106 North 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-7620
St. Mary’s Catholic Church
c/o 106 North 2nd Ave. E — Ashland WI
54806 (Odanah, WI 54861)
(715) 682-7620
Salem Baptist Church
118 2nd Ave. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-3934
Sanborn United Methodist Church
42745 County Hwy. E ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 278-3955
Saron Lutheran Church
517 9th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-2376
United Presbyterian and First Congregational Church
214 Vaughn Ave. ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-3093
Washburn United Methodist Church
326 Washington Ave. ― Washburn WI 54891
PO Box 27
(715) 373-2696
Zion Lutheran Church
1111 11th Ave. W ― Ashland WI 54806
(715) 682-6075

Donation for The BRICK Ministries, Inc.
The BRICK welcomes your support in fulfilling its vision “To provide services and build relationships to
change people’s circumstances and lives through Christ.” The BRICK Ministries, Inc. is 501(c)(3) tax exempt
status as determined by the IRS. 100% of your donation is tax deductible.
Enclosed is my gift of (circle one):
$30

$50

$100

$500

Other $______

Designate my gift to (circle one):
Make a Difference Fund

Food Shelf

General

Make checks payable to:

Name_______________________________________________

The BRICK Ministries

Address______________________________________________

420 Elis Ave.

City________________________ State______ Zip____________

Ashland, WI 54806
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THE BRICK MINISTRIES, INC.
420 ELLIS AVENUE
ASHLAND, WI 54806
Phone 715-682-7425
Fax 715-682-7427
@TheBRICKMinistries
www.thebrickministries.com
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Mission: The BRICK lives Christ’s message to compassionately love and respect those in need.
Our Vision: To provide services and build relationships to change people’s circumstances and lives through Christ.

Board of Directors
Julie M. Stipetich, President
James L. Miller, Vice President
Rhonda H. Sundberg, Secretary
Lorri Mattes, Treasurer
John Manno
Jeffery R. Muse

Staff—note new email addresses!
Liz Seefeldt, Executive Director
director@thebrickministries.org

Eric Lindell, Benevolence Manager
benevolencemanager@thebrickministries.org

Amaris Shrider, Food Shelf Manager
foodshelfmanager@thebrickministries.org

Cheyanne Reeves, Office Manager
officemanger@thebrickministries.org
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